Youth4Values Project       


Youth & Democracy Community Encounters
Participant Evaluation and Feedback Report
Gran Canaria  |  Youth4Values Project  |  19 participant responses
1. Overview
This report summarises feedback collected from 19 young participants (ages 18–25) following a community encounters on youth and democracy held in Gran Canaria. The group brought together association members and unaffiliated youth from diverse ethnic backgrounds — including Moroccan, Senegalese, Canarian, mainland Spanish, and Erasmus participants — and from varied socioeconomic contexts. The programme included icebreaker activities, a presentation of the Youth4Values project, reflective small-group discussions on democracy and youth participation, a comparison of group proposals with those developed under Youth4Values, and a closing session on European opportunities for local participation, including solidarity projects and EU-funded youth initiatives.
2. Overall Satisfaction
Feedback was overwhelmingly positive. Nearly all participants confirmed that they enjoyed the activities and considered the experience valuable for their education, work, or civic and social participation. Several respondents specifically highlighted the value of bringing together young people from different backgrounds and realities — Moroccan, Senegalese, Canarian, mainland Spanish, and Erasmus students — in a shared space for dialogue.
3. Best-Rated Activities
The "living museum" exercise and the small-group debates were the most frequently mentioned favourites, alongside the presentation of the Youth4Values project. Participants particularly valued:
1. The chance to speak openly about topics not usually discussed in other settings
1. Direct contact with public representatives and partner organisations
1. Learning about real examples and inspiring initiatives from other countries and entities
1. The diversity of profiles and perspectives in the room
4. Areas for Improvement
The most repeated comment was that the group felt too small, with several participants wishing for more participants, more partner organisations, and more time for debate. Other recurring points:
1. Opening icebreaker activities felt a bit long or repetitive for some returning participants
1. The closing session (European funds / wrap-up) felt rushed and could have been deeper
1. A few suggested structuring some discussions around similar participant profiles
5. Facilitation
Two facilitators emerge across the feedback collected over time. Earlier responses praised Mingo for explaining things "in a direct way" and managing time well. More recent responses focus on Jana, who is repeatedly described as warm, emotionally engaged, and especially effective at creating space for everyone to participate — including the more shy participants.
6. Highlighted Quotes
“Because it put young people at the centre of the debate and helped make their needs and concerns visible.”
“Jana brings a lot of energy and makes everyone feel free to speak, even the more shy ones among us.”
“Mingo managed the timing well and encouraged participation. You can tell it's a topic he cares about.”
“Yes, because I was able to share my opinion on democracy from my experience as a Senegalese person living here, and it felt like a safe space.”
7. Summary at a Glance
	Dimension
	Key Finding

	Overall satisfaction
	Almost unanimously positive ("Yes" across activities and usefulness)

	Favourite activities
	Living museum, small-group debates, Youth4Values presentation

	Main critique
	Group size too small / wanted more time and participants

	Facilitation
	Jana (recent sessions) and Mingo (earlier sessions) both rated very highly

	Suggested follow-up
	Organise regular/periodic gatherings to continue the reflection
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